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Camp Highlander is 

very excited to have the  

Highlander Trading 

Post online! 

Please check out  

our website at 
www.camphighlander.com 

to view the items that 

are available, including 

the camp CD, sweat-

shirts, blankets, stuffed 

animals and more. Bring 

some of the Highlander 

spirit home during the 

school year with a gift 

from Camp Highlander! 

From the Owners 
Greetings from our beautiful mountain home! We are 

enjoying a taste of springtime weather right now, 

which leaves me longing for the days of summer 

ahead. We just returned from the Association of Inde-

pendent Campsô annual conference in San Diego, CA. 

As the chair of the AIC National Conference, I chose 

the theme of "Back to Basics with the Old West."  We 

reflected on the code of the cowboy and how we can 

all learn from the simple principles of their code such 

as Live Each Day with Courage, Always Finish What 

You Start and Talk Less and Say More.  I found that 

many of these simple practices are great lessons that 

camp teaches our campers.  

 

At camp we have the great opportunity to get "Back to 

Basics" in the summer by cutting out distractions of 

everyday life like cell phones, internet, facebook, tele-

vision, video games and other electronics, in order to 

focus on  life-skills and character building in the lives 

of our campers. It is a great privilege and awesome 

opportunity that we have at Camp Highlander to posi-

tively impact the lives of your children.  Through our 

daily activities your child is learning what it means to 

have courage, to challenge themselves and never give 

up.  Each camper is taught to ñtalk less and say more" 

through our cabin unit, where they learn about coop-

eration, compromise, accep-

tance and community.  With 

the amazing role models we 

have on our staff, your child 

is learning about "finishing 

what they start."  Through 

the encouraging words of 

someone who believes in 

them, they learn to perse-

vere.   

 

Each summer I receive 

many letters, emails and 

notes about how a summer 

at Camp Highlander has 

changed a child in a positive 

way, and I am so happy to 

hear that by allowing your children to get "Back to 

Basics" we had a part in impacting a life.  I look for-

ward to the great things we will accomplish together 

for the summer of 2011 through our supportive par-

ents, our amazing counselors and activity counselors 

and our outstanding leadership. See you soon on our 

"Magic Mountain Home." 

 

From the mountain, 

Karl  

From the Director 

Karl and a cabin of Rookie 

campers enjoy time at the barn. 

Hello, everyone! I don't know about your winter, but here in Florida, we have not had our typical balmy summer 

breezes. Brrrr. I'm sure that everyone is waiting for springtime to arrive, not only for warmer weather, but for an-

other amazing summer at Highlander that is just around the corner!  

 

After 40 years at Camp Highlander, I have seen many campers and staff come and go from camp, each leaving 

their mark on the mountain.  I want to take this time to share some exciting news with you about a member of our 

camp family.  Becki Zurovec has had the wonderful opportunity to move home to St. Louis and has followed her 

dreams, taking a position as Coordinator of Summer Programs with Washington University.  Though we are sad to 

see her go, we know that the she will spread the ñHighlander Spiritò wherever her adventures take her.  We all 

wish her the best of luck as she settles into her new career. 

 

Now comes the BEST news! We are so excited to introduce our two newest team members of the Highlander 

Leadership, Jonathan Bright and Kathleen Windisch!  Our goal when we add new members to our team is to 

breathe new ideas, fresh energy and passion into our leadership, and Jonathan and Kathleen are already doing that 

in an awesome way. 

 

Kathleen, our Program Director, comes to us from Kansas and is so enthusiastic about Highlander and the incredi-

ble opportunity for programming at such an amazing camp! She is eagerly looking forward to the summer and 

meeting all of our staff and campers! Her program ideas come from years of camping experience and will "blow 

you away"!  We are so happy to have her in the Highlander family. 

Jonathan, our Director of Boys Camp, comes to us by way of South Carolina.  He has had many years of working 

in youth development, and we are so fortunate to bring his knowledge and positive energy to Highlander! I look 

forward to you meeting him and welcoming him to the Highlander family!  

 

I am counting down the days.....summer is almost here! Please keep in touch with all of us.....we are not just in your 

lives in the summer, we are your family! 

Keeping it real, for the 2011 deal, 

Gaynell 

Gaynell cruising in the golf 

cart with some campers. 
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òIõm going home 

today, Iõm going 

home. ..Going to 

the place I love, to 

the mountains 

high above.  

Highlanderõs your 

name, but to me 

itõs all the same to 

call you home. ò Meet Kathleen! 

Until Camp 

I am so excited for the opportunity to join this 

wonderful team of people who get to make 

this beautiful mountain come 

alive in the summer with the 

magic of Camp Highlander!  I 

have heard nothing but amaz-

ing things about this camp, its 

programs, and the staff that 

make it all happen. 

 

I have moved here from Kan-

sas City to join the High-

lander team as Program Di-

rector.  I come with several 

years of camp, youth leader-

ship, and teaching experience 

from all over the country.  I 

love to see the changes that 

camp can bring to both camp-

ers and staff.  Everyone can 

C A M P F I R E  Q U A R T E R L Y  

The excitement is building in my house about the summer of 2011.  I don't know about 

you, but we just can't wait! Like many of our campers, Charlie is building his dream 

cabin in his mind with all his old buddies from last year and a few new guys that he can 

share the summer with this year. It is with great anticipation that campers and staff 

await the announcement of their cabin, and there is an amazing pride that they put in 

their cabin unit. I love the sense of belonging that our cabin unit provides our camp-

ers.  It gives them encouragement to try new things, to step out of their comfort zone, to 

experience real growth and build confidence.  I think the cabin unit is one of the great-

est assets that makes Camp Highlander unique and unlike any camp around.   

 

Our cabin unit would not be possible without our incredible counselors leading them 

each summer, so UNTIL CAMP I will be continuing to build the most spectacular staff 

that this mountain has ever seen.  I am thrilled to tell you that many of your favorite 

counselors are coming back this summer, and the energy of the new staff is unbeliev-

able. I have met some of the most amazing people with a passion for children and the 

summer camp experience. I can't wait for you to meet them! 

 

UNTIL CAMP, I encourage you to get in touch with old cabin mates and keep the spirit 

of Highlander alive.  Start dreaming of your cabin, the great adventures you will em-

bark upon and the summer of 2011. It is going to be unforgettable! 

 

Hugs, 

Melissa  

come out of a summer a better person because 

of the opportunities camp has given him/her. 

 

Hiring of the summer staff is underway.  It is 

a tough job finding people who are fantastic 

enough to get the privilege to work at Camp 

Highlander!    We have some wonderful vet-

eran staff returning and some great new staff 

joining our team.   I am amazed by the in-

credible talent our staff have in their program 

areas.  What an opportunity our campers have 

to be taught by such skilled activity counsel-

ors! 

 

Feel free to contact me to introduce yourself 

or to ask me any questions. I look forward to 

meeting you all!  

 

Shine on! 

~  Kathleen 

 

 

 

Session A 

112 Days  

Session B 

131 Days  

 

 

 

Session C 

152 Days  

Staff showing off one of 

their amazing talents! 

Kathleen and her dog Daisy 

Camp Countdown!  



From the Office  
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Meet Jonathan! 

The Highlander winter office is a 

flurry of activity as we process 

camper and staff applications. Are 

you one of the 400 campers that 

have already enrolled for camp this 

summer? If so, please visit 

www.camphighlander.com, log in 

using your username and password 

and complete the required forms for 

your child before April 1st. Please 

remember an updated Physicianôs 

Exam form is required each year. 

Donôt wait until the last minute to 

complete your forms!  If you have 

not registered for camp, I urge you 

to register today! Beware, there are 

only a few spots left for Session C 

and Sessions A and B are filling 

more quickly than in years past. 

 

The Highlander Buses will be de-

parting Boca Raton and Baton 

Rouge bright and early on June 12th 

to begin the first exciting trip to 

camp for the 2011 season. Campers 

are welcome to bring a carry-on bag 

with snacks and electronics to make 

the trip more enjoyable. All elec-

tronics will be collected by camp 

personnel once they arrive to 

camp, but will be returned to the 

camper for the bus trip home. Lim-

ited space is available on buses for 

Sessions B & C as well. 

 

Care Package orders can be placed 

up to one week prior to the begin-

ning date of your camp session. 

You can order Camp Highlander 

blankets, sweatshirts, tee shirts, 

Crazy Creek chairs, teddy bears, 

stationary, postage stamps and 

much more! Surprise your camper 

with a gift from Mom and Dad on 

opening day! Check out the online 

Trading Post at http://

blog.camphighlander.com/blog/

tagged/store/. 

 

Call today and take care of all the 

loose ends for summer camp!           

From the Winter Office,   Beth 

òCome to 

where the hills 

are emerald 

green and the 

stars shine 

brightlyé 

Come to 

Camp 

Highlander.ó 

Hey guys, my name is Jonathan Bright and Iôm writing just to say ñHiò and let you know how excited I am to be 

joining the Camp Highlander family as the Director of Boyôs Camp.  I have already felt so welcomed here, and I 

canôt wait to get to know the rest of the Highlander family in the days to come.  I also look forward to you getting 

to know my family which includes my wife of 15 years Mary Beth, and my three children Elise (9), Abby (7), and 

my baby boy Cameron (2). 

 

As you know, there is never a dull moment at Camp Highlander, and I have been moving at warp speed since the 

moment I arrived here.  In my first few weeks I have already been part of a great home show with Karl in Atlanta, 

attended the Association of Independent Camps (AIC) confer-

ence in San Diego, and have been on the road recruiting and 

interviewing potential staff at some of the best colleges and 

universities in the country.  I am thrilled to report that we 

have a number of great staff returning for the 2011 season, 

and that we are recruiting some the best and brightest to be-

come part of the Highlander family.  All of this is in anticipa-

tion of your arrival here this summer, and I am confident that 

this will be our greatest summer ever.   

 

I am excited about partnering with Karl, Shelley, Gaynell, 

Melissa, Kathleen and each of you, and being a part of the 

great tradition and future success of Camp Highlander.  So 

until I can meet all of you personally this summer, I hope 

each of you have a great spring and Iôll see you on the moun-

tain. 

 

See you this summer!     

         - Jonathan  

Jonathan Bright with his wife Mary Beth 

and children Elise, Abby, and Cameron 

Highlander campfires are just around 

the corner! 
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